- New shingles pushing into area

Press-Citizen / Jason A. Cook

As Jeff Urbanek holds a rubber shingle in place, Luis Rodriguez nalls it to the roof of a Middie Amana home
Thursday. The shingles, made from 100 percent rubber and molded to look like slate tiles, come with a dou-

ble lifetime warranty.

Rubber taking over roofs

Company offers area
long-lasting shingles

By Vanessa Mtller
Jowa City Press-Ci

It started w :lll a dream
to  increas
American humi‘
to preserve the

environ-

ment and two production

plants in Hanoi, Vietnam.
I

Tek Rubber Inec.'s
newest product is a rubber
roofing material that is fire
tested, aesthetically pleas-
ing, recyclable and UV,
ozone and oxidant rests-

tant
“We i

hin-
and
es,
said Cindy Van Orden,
who works in promotion-
al services for Hi-Tek
Rubber Ine. “Our goal is
to produce a superior
roofing material in an
environmentally friendly
manner.

Gordon Cell began to
research and develop the
simulated shingles made

ac
idential

Details

m For more informa-
tion contact Michael
Burlage, sales consul-
tant with Hi-Tek Rubber
Inc., at 321-3040.

from recycled tires in
1097,

The Minnesota-based
organization was incorpo-
rated in 1999 and four
years later two Vietnam
entities began producing
and shipping shingles
made from a synthetic rub-
ber polymer of ethylene
and propylene monomers

to Minneapolis.
“EPDM has been used
I

for 40 years as comme)

roofing material,” said
Renetta B e, indepen-
dent sales representative
for Hi-Tek Rubber Inc. *It’s
used on houses or banks

with flat roofs.

In 2001, the company
laid its first rubber shin-
gles on a house in
Minn,, with a $1
grant from the Minnesota
(Jmu of E mental

Sstance.
m Tek Rubber Inc
began marketing its prod
uet in May in lowa City.
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While officials have only made
sale to a homeowner in
Colonies, they expect
its popularity to grow becanse it
requires low maintenance and is
durable, recyclable, favored by
the insurance industry, light-
weight, and an excellent insulator
in extreme lemperatures.,

here are many thermoplas-
tic companies that are doing the
same thing,” Burlagy id. “But
we are the only company in the
world selling EPDM shingles in
the three-tab form.”

three of the rubbe
together and is easie
and maintain, officials said

*You can also cover more
space with the three-tab design,”
Burlage said.

One 10- by 10-foot square,
which is about 50 shingles, costs
3340 and lasts about 100 years, offi-
cials said. That means the average
cost per year is about $3.05 per 10-
by 10Hoot square. In comparison,
Burlage said slate roofing, whuh
can last about 100 years, costs $4
per year and wood shingles, whic h

last about 30 years,
cost $6.67 per year.

“The demand is
there, and our pro-
duction is driven
by the rising
homeowners
insurance,” Van
Orden said, adding
that insur-
ance  companies
are opling not o
cover homes with
wooden roofs
because they are
short-lived  and
fammable. “Some
insurance compa-
nies will not insure
wooden roofs any- r
more because of  Burl,
the fire hazard. o
Many companies are looking at
roofing altermatives.”

While the product being
shipped from m is not
made from rec
Van Orden said it w
the environment.

“It's 100 percent recyclable and
when you do tear it off, it won't go
to the landfill,” she said. “Tt is just
50 durable, and you don't have to
replace it over time.”

Burlage said asphalt shingles
can be damaged by wind and

mildew,  metal
roofs are subject
to corrosion, slate
tiles are easily
broken and cedar
shingles are flam-
mable and dam-
aged by pests.

Caleb  Sher-
man, manager of
Coraville Roofing
id that while he believes
market for rubber shin-
gles, he is not interested in using
them.

“Idon't like the rubber flat roof-
ing because il doesn't lay down
nice and it has bubbles herman
said. “For me, an asphalt base is a
nicer product.”

While Ed Close, 25, of lowa
, Is not yet a homeowner, he
said the rubber product would be
his first choice.

I would totally use the rub-
(Iose said. “T question if
one of the first places
should bring something like
this, but I think it's a good idea.”

Van Orden said that once the
company has consistent flow of
product, the organization will
begin domestic production from
recycled bicycle tires,

Reach Vanessa Miller at 339-7360
or at vmiller@press-citizen.com.




